Tornadoes and Overpass Safety

Many people mistakenly think that a highway overpass provides safety from a
tornado. In reality, an overpass may be one of the worst places to seek shelter from a
tornado. Seeking shelter under an overpass puts you at greater risk of being killed or
seriously injured by flying debris from the powerful tornadic winds.

Tornadic winds can make the most benign item a dangerous missile. In addi-
tion to the debris that can injure you, the winds under an overpass are channeled and
could easily blow you or carry you out from under the overpass and throw you 100s of
yards.

As a last resort, lie flat in a ditch, ravine or below grade culvert to protect your-
self from flying debris. If not ditch is available, you may remain in your vehicle, put on
your seatbelt, lower yourself below window level, and cover your head with your hands
or a blanket.

Lightning Safety Flood Safety

® Watch for developing thunderstorms and e Floods, especially Flash Floods kill more
be ready to act when thunder is heard. people each year than any other weather

® Lightning can strike as far as 10 miles phenomenon.

from an area where it is raining. That’s ] ) )
about the distance you can hear thunder. ® As little as 6 inches of fast moving water
can sweep you off of your feet.

If_yop can.hf:ar tl.lunder, you are ® As little as 18-24 inches of water is enough
within striking distance. Seek safe torflogt a carand carry i awn
shelter IMMEDIATELY! Y-

® Ifyou see a road barrier across a flooded

® Qutdoor Activities: Minimize the risk of roadway....

being struck by moving indoors or to ve- TURN AROUND. DON’T DROWN!!

hicles at the first roar of thunder. 3
. e g . ® Tune to the NOAA Weather Radio, or your
® Inside Activities: Things to avoid .
favorite news source for all flood and any

® Corded phones other weather related information.
* Compjters : ) ® Leave areas subject to flooding, such as
® Other electrical equipment dips, low spots and underpasses.
® Indoor/Outdoor pools ® Do not attempt to cross flowing streams,
® Tubs and showers and other you don’t know how deep the water could
things connected to metal ;i
plumbing .
Wait 30 minutes after the last ® Never drive through flooded roadways.
roar of thunder before going iw .
outside again. If your vehicle is suddenly caught in rising
® Help a Lightning Victim: Call 911 and get ‘ﬁ’iafg; le:ve 1:[ilmmed1ately sl sk
help immediately. You are in no danger SHer grouny.
when helping a lightning victim. The ® Report any flooding to your local authori-
charge will not affect you. ties or to the National Weather Service.
When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors! Turn Around. Don’t Drown!
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